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TO\.-lN OF MORrAH

A local law regulating Junk Yards in the TOwL1 of Moriah, outside
the limits of the incorporated Village of Port Henry

Be it. enacted by the 1'ovvnBoard of the Town of Moriah as

fellows:
SECTION 1. Definitions
As used in this ordinance, the terms:

Person- Shall mean an individual; an association, a
partnership, a corporation.

Auto - Shall mean passenger auto, truck, tractor-truck,
. ,

trailer, bus, motorcycle, or other v~hicle, however propelledl as
well as tractors, bulldozers, machi.nery and equipment,

Junk Yard - Sha.ll mean any place of storage or dep?stt
whether in connection with another 'business or not, where two '(2)
or more unregistered, old, or second ..hand motor vehicles, no "~
longer intended or in condition for legal use on the public high"
ways, are held, whether fur the purpose of resale of ussd parts
therefrom, or for any other purpose.

SECTION 2. License Required
No person shall engage i~.or conduct on real property ,dthin

the Town of Moriah; New York, either for himself or for and on
behalf of any other person directly or indirectly as agent, employee

,
orotherwise~ any junk yard or any activity or bus i.nes s either for
profit or obherwi se , at whoLe sal,e or retail, which involves collection,
s cczage , burning, dumpi~'g, disassembly, dismantling, salvaging,
sorting or otherwise hafi:~l:tng or·arranging for sale, resale, ~torage
or disposal of bodies, 7ngines or parts of autos, or of any other
second-hand or used property of whatever material it is compos~d of
or any waste material wh.ether composed of wood, paper, cloth, carq-
board, plastics, metals, 8tone~ cement or otherwise without fir~t
obtaining a lic~nse thereior, and without first haying obtain$d a



certificate of approval for the location of such junk yard or acti-
vity or business as here-inafter provided.
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A license shall not be required by a State licensed new Dr ,.~'..
" -

used car dealer, subject however, to the requirement that: any ,ttpal1t. ,~-:.;'},
•• ~ ~ • I < ", :.,~

of a new or used car dealer's business that involves disma.ntling,~ :' .:_
'I"" • ,e'"

of cars must be fenced in accordance with the requirements of "thie " , ' .
· '!~.

ordinanc.e. ",
."1, , . "

T,

A iicense 'shall not be required by farmers or contractors
for an iron pile. These iron piles must be fenced in or out of

public view from town, county and state highways.
';.
:'

' ..._.t·
""f .,i.

SECTION 3. Application for license and certificate of '.i. .•..
~ \ .'

:. :~'r'

approved location:

..,..
,. ~~

A. Each applidant for a license and certificate of apprbveJ."
location shall execute under oath an"a~plication therefor , to.:::ke ,.,' !.

, ',~ • ,I.

supplied to him, by the. Town Clerk, and she l I submit such appl~cation, ~}..;:,
r'l . ;

,.,.Y\. ."'..•• ,.
,~,~.<\ . ',\';

;.....
eto the Town Board.

B.
'1~

At the time of rnaki.ng the application the applicant ;~hall'"' ·:"1
• . J.;. , ~ 1""

and file with the Town Clerk a map or Dlan of the real ,,",..~.~,.
, .•. ~ ": .'

submit to

property upon which he intends to conduct a junk yard or ac ti;t~ty:,:•.,..:.:
I • ~ J "1" " ,

or business for which he is making application for a license . tnd' ~I;:;" /';:',~ .'.~. .
.....; . . ~>~, ,~'"
certificate of approved location hereunder with the area of such~.. ,:

II' ,j,~ ". ,\...'J' , ·:l1ff· ",

'real ptoperty'""hich it i's proposed to use for such purpo se ; ttfe~' •:'~""
~ " '",'e:': :,

location of the fence required h~reunder indicated thereon,. 8,8 well~" i:

as the Locat Lon of any buildings "on such land and the 'locat~o'~t ~,f "ari/~
streets Or highways abutting or passing chroU3h such 'land. ,:: .~., ?:;

C" In the ~pplication, the applicant shall agree that: -fj: ",
· I

granted the license applied f or , he' will conduct the activity "~r -.,0' •, . ~-t;

0;,. I

tfusi~ess pursuant to the regulations here-inafter set forth and
i.

for·thwith~ ..· . .
1

. , "
f •••• ;i'" , ·,t that upon his failure to do so such license may be revoked

D. Before license is granted the applicant must acquire a'·

Surety Bond in the amount of Five Hundred 'Dollars ($500.00) ~uarantee.
ing compliance with the provisions of this Grdinanee~"

$ECTION 4. Hearing
; "~;. . -
,...
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~ '. the Town of Moriah not less than two (2) not. more tha.n four (4) ..\
, ,

weeks from the date of the receipt of the application.
~ '~

NotiCQ of ' "
, w." ':1

the hear Lug shall be given to the app l Lcent by' mail r postage 'pl;e-

pa.id, to the address given i'n the aoplic(i4tion and shall he pu'blished " '. , '. ~~,.;.'
once in the official newspaper, ,which publication shall not. be\-less "

than seVen (7) days before the date of the hearing. i
, "L

'.'

. ;, ,

. ~..,',
B. The Town Board shall hear the applicant and all oth~~ i.,,, .

" 't" • '"•. ,.,
persons wishing to be heard on the application for a license to '. r , I,

'I' -: fi!f:' ''.

operate, establish or maintain a junk yard or activity or husiness 'I

such as described herein. In co~sidering sucp application, t~e Board

,;';1. shall take into account the suitabi U,ty of the applicant with re£eret'l~e,

: .. -.';., ..
"

~.! .' '\~ ',)'"

.v
.l .\'

.':~ .,',

"..j. '

" ."t;. -;
.•..• ", !:f'>

'.,• ~. j.,

'.
,'~" " :,t .,'.
" ~~.\...

. :1

r.:

.:. 't

"

...' ,,'

·1

to his ability to comply with the fencing requirements and other
regulations herein contained, to any record of convictions fO~,any

. ,.
type of larceny or receiving of s to l en goods, and to any other~atter~

:~
within the pur.poses of this ordinance •

:,
C. At the time and place set for hearing the Town Board'

"shall hear the applicant and all other persons wishing to be h~ard, '. ,
t· .. ' ~:';r';' ,!on the application for certificate of approval of the Locat.Lon'of " '\1'1<:,

.,

the junk yard or activity or business contemplated herein.. In passing!'

.'/

, .
upon same, the Board shall take dnt o account, after proof 'of ~pgal ",

L l;, :.~.•.'~,
ownership' or right to use of the -propar ty for the license period by;' , .

. '" ~ ..... ~;';

the appI Lcent , the nature and development of surrounding prope.~ty;; ,.
''\I ' ,

such as the proximity of churches 9 school s , public bulldingsor ot~er"
,~".

.r

·f"f.f " <,

places of public "gatherings; and whether or not the pro'posed'location".

can be reasonably protected from affecting the public hea,lth apd

safety by reason of offensive 0: unhealthy odors or' smoke or of other

cause e, If the proposed location is \l,i'ithin five hundred (500), ieec' ,
t.~ •

of a church, school, public building or ~lace of assembly a license .......
shall not be granted • , ,

D. 'j "At the hea~ing regarding location of the proposed j~nk

.yard or activity or business as contemplated herein, the TownBoard .,...rr .



may al so take into account the clean, wholesome and attractiye!;'
'J
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environment which has been declared to be of vital impot'ttanceL~o'" .....: ..:
,!~

the continued general welfare of the citizens of the To\\tT!.by con": ., ..,
; r •. •• ~,.~ -s . '.

s1dering whether or not the proposed location can be reasonab~,j" '..

In thi~ "eon- .: .protected from having an unfavorable effect.thereon.
. . ,", ~ . ; ;,/. .;.

nection the Town Board may ccns Lde r co l Lec t.Lve Iy the typeof.l!'oad; ·i'.\. t ,i'· • , '. ,.

·t - ~
serving the junk yard or activity or business or from whi~h.the· junk ,."., '., : .', .. :' . :',!,!".,
yard or activity or business !Usy be seen; the.natura.l or artifi;tcial..
barriers protecting the junk yard or activity or business from, view, ."'"

the proximity of the proposed junk yard or ac t i.vdty or business to ';"

established residential and residential areas or main ~cce~s routes ...
. ,ii,i'.· •

thereto, as well as the reasonable availability of other au·~table sites

for the proposed junk yard or activity or business described ft~rein.
SECTION 5. Grant or denial'of application

•

" .t~~. ,

' .
','"~.: -' .After hearing, the Town Board shall, within two (2) we~Ws,

make a finding as to whether or not the application s~•.all be g'ranted
•giving notice of their finding to the applicant 'by mail, postage pre"

,..

" ,
,pa.id, to the address given on the application. If approved" the
license; including the certificate of approved location sha:'11, :be

I fi<

forthwith issued to remain in effect until the follo~ing June~Oth.
, .'

Approval shall be personal to the applicant 'and not assignable'. ",'
'I;

'LiC:'enses shall be renewed therea~.ter upon payment of the annual.
, ,\; "

license fee without hearing, provided all provisions of this ordln~

"

, ;

ance are complied with du!'ing the license period, the junk y~rdor ,
. r"

activity or business does not become a public nuisance 'and th~ appli-:
can~'i~ not convicted of any type of la~ceny or the receivi~g'~£ . ..~,.

stolen goods. ·.··l

SECTION o. Existing junk yards or activity or business'; '. ,

For the purpose of thi's ordinance the location of a .iun~ yard .
-j!'. "r I.'

or activity or business described herein ah'eady est.ablished shaJl be...
r ,' ...•

, •..•1.;· :1' I"'·"

,<;-onsidered approved by the Town Board where located: and the oWner· JI~ l~"":;, .'

"Jth~reof deemed suitable for the issuance of a license; howeve~twith~n'·:·



10 -. ~ ~!'

• '.1":

. thirty (30) days from the a~option of this ordinance such OWl1$r sna..L.L "
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'apply for renewal as herein provided~

SECTION 7. License Provisions
~j . " .' ., 1 <4;IJ'.'~ :.

A. !'hi: fee for the license is hereby fixed in the sum O~. \;:',;!;"';;'~..~':
. ~......I. .'~I",'\1{.

Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) and is renewable and payable annu~l1y~ . '".'.!
. ' , .' . i ' 1

whii-h sum covers not only th.e cos t of issuing the license !{ts~~f. ~.,:,.'.~~"
, • '.' '. • •• • • " 4 ", "" ~ • ~. ('.' ~~i-".,~;

but e l so the cost of making the necessary inspection of premis~s':~: ;,",;:
• • 4 ~ • i .~. ' .T,-,

to ascertain compliance with -tbe ragu l at Ions hereinafter pres~t"ibed., /,1,'
10 '~ . r~1I' IF'- -, .~. I' t

B. Such license shall be placed and at. al I' times displ~ye:d:,'~';.:",.::
ill .;,.',

in a consp Lcuous place at the licensee's junk yard or place o~ 8.¢r'~",":.:~'.,
i :~ '; ...•..-'\ ;" ~.

s' /t. ';;. :
. "::,, . ~ .'

C~ Such license shall be effective from the date of its; 1..: ,,;{ ·.i',,., .
issuance until the 30th day of June of the year of such issuance, .\';/ -.-, '

. l.:·r• ~1~';".. ~ .. ,

after which an a.pplica.tion for renewal must be made yearly if.,;"'i~;~F"'C_:',.::
-.: '~~ .,.}!.. ~ .":-. , 1

censee desires to continue such junk yard or activity or bUS~l:)~S9,,"'~';"':',-.,'
.' , ", ~ , J

D.Such ficense is p'Ersonal with the licensee •. It does;' not.~ ',.~,
, • ' •• 4> .:'~ !

,. go with the title of the land nor may it be sold, assigned, t:r~ns"" .'~"::>,I
• ••- . '..: ~ I

'.

vity or business' for which it is issued.

.'

. ':!. , ~\,., '·'r •

,: V~. ;,.'. :1: ..•. 1
. .•.•. . -:«.J l..'4'l1

E, Such license' may be revoked ,by the Town Board aftet;k ;.',,-! ';iT'}' '
.~ ,j~ '/"~t ,L !

public hearing thereon at wttich the' Li.censee shall have. the opportu •.t .
. ,,' ...•

ferred or disposed of.

nity to be heard. Upon revocation of the 1Lcerise the Town Board \, I' ., , .~
) ~ ~ ~..,;c.. ,~. 1· 1

may require the removal, ()f autos,' parte and materLals lE!ft. ~'~,
, ~,~ ,

F. The Town Building 'Inspector or other duly' appointed':~ ""'~~':.!
. , : , ~ i••_.., t ,,; ~

officer shall check the applicati'on,1br compliance with the req¥ire~,. :~:...\
. ~ J ~ I :,~ ~: ~: <s ; Hi

ments of the local o'rdLnance and any other applicable regulations :I":"\r

affecting such an installation. The ToWl.'1 Building .Inspector or ,f ,';'1.. , .·r
,'4, '~"

other duly appointed officer shall, after such investigation, .t.rans-. ':~.~>-.:'



mit the application to the Town Clerk together with his writt~-
L

findings. ,~

Page 5 -1

, '
", ,.

i j

• _,I,".", •,.
"1 •• ~ , •



. ,. ..~
Co The licensee must erect and maintain an eight foot htgh'

'. ' ' '.

':':~. ".' fence which screens the junk yard, business or activity from V'~ew ,:..>.~>:\:, ~:
".~, .~ ':. ..~, ", ...•(,•..,

; , and is adequate to prohibit the entrance of children and oths:r~ <" ,~Lj,'"
~ ""4 ';t

into the area of the junk yard or :activity or business and to ~on" ,/ J~~,~
. if ' . ~ ..l~,t._.. ~

tain within such fence th~ materials dealt in by the licenseef~and:!.t··.'!F~:.'
. 't~.§ • \. ~ ••..• i' } i··., f

if such area abuts a. residential area or public street or hightaY.J ;~~-"~";,

such fence shall be fifty (SO) feet from the boundary line' th'J.a.of.'·'it~~>:~
/ , - . . +l""i~. '. '•• ~.• ~. ': :\' t'

All materials dealt in by the Licensee shall be kept, w1thin#s!;ith " ,A,"::
\ . ,,~ . i,~~....•.: .~;<. ~

" r.; . ~
i': .c' ' • :::~. ,!

D. When the area is not super vi sed by the licensee pr b;ts', ,-. ",,'':;;: 'stM~;,(-~'f
employees, the fence shall be locked in a secure gate in a se~p.re -; ,I ~r~:'i

. " t,;~'" •• : ',,'':~:,', i
?;; . " ~~~t' :\ .•. \~~~~~; ~

E. The area of the licensee f 5 junk yard or activity 0;: . .1; ~',"" ,.< ~'l~'te;J
' , ,~ ., ~; $' ~"'~i ~

. ~',,;,:f\ business shall not be used as a dump area nor as a plat;e for ·~ev;...'," :,.~.", -:: .R
e»: " 'i'.c~· , : ~;T ~

burn In:
E

:::
O

: i:~os:~o::t~:kor trash. '~1'i~':;',;~U
.....~..~. .' t/ I~:~~:~"~.!r':' '~":":~'" i

.' , A violation of any provision of th I s ordinance shall be ,~, ";".';"~;11,. "

'," .,. : ,,'~ . ,', ~"":: ~",'.."ir. ~
'J, ;' ••1 ,',' ] •

\,;:~,<. 'l punishable fy a fi~e of not more than One Hundred Dollars' (srco. O();~n:i,;;~~'~

"~,:.".: o,r by imprisonment for not more than thirty (30), days 'or by ~1tb''-:,,:'~";i;~;"~"J
';~" ..~.~ such fine and imprisonment. 'Ii ..\J.: i"";

.,; I SECTION.10. Saving Clause ~,'f'r "'~.,;,.:~.)~;,J

,:

.'h, .'

: .. t

:.: ~..,~
t,,,::r.

. ·.f~>,
. '~.'

~f' "1, ':~l':4
.v , .i,\., ",',

..~\

L V V"'T L ' ./ , 1 !,J It J '- L.. ! I \ If I •••/ ! \,.I I -s » '-' ~I 1,,1: \ J.

" .-
;4 . ~.

I , <~' !

, . h, ~ '. l,\

,. , "

, ," .

SECTION8. Regulations

",;' ,.:

A. The licensee must personally manage or be responsibl~ for . ~
. ~,t·· I

the management of the junk yard or ac.t Ivd ty or business for which ,."'::":',~~:~
.~ " ,I'l·0'!,: \, ~,

r..

the license is granted. .~'"

B. The licensee must maintain an office and a sufficient
i1

number of employees on the premises to assure the proper and B~fa
conduct of such junkyard or activity or ,business to minimize tije

'\

,.,
.'. - ~,

."
}~~ ~'

'.- :fire ha2.ard therefrom and to prevent imp'roper trespass the reon :by~':~

children and others. , ~,,

,.

'fence at all times. "

manner •



If. any clause t sent eucs , paragr aph, see tLon or part of 'ttlis . )t~;

ordinance shall be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction •••• 1'

, t



. I ' ~~'rl _ •.•.••• L / LV'.' 1 L' J ;., I II;

": r. 1:\--J'

II J. i.. t...:. ,",ITI ..•' ; \.1 I ..•.1I\\.Il' ·Jf\ 1 l~\.I.I 't (

-: .'

~' -.•.

," :.

"..

". ,

. ~.

.,

.~.

'j

or in"to be invalid, such judgment shall. not affect, impair
validate the remainder. thereof, but shall be; conflned ln

h claus6. sentence. paragraph, sectionoperation to t.e~. '

,i
"

its
or part

involved l' n' the cont rove r sy in which such judg- ,thereof directly - ~ I

ment shall be r~ndered.
SECTION 11. Effective Date
Thir ordinance shall take effect within ten (10) days

aft.er publicatton and posting or -tmmedLately upon personal

" "':

service.
STA'rB OF l'lEW YORK)
COtJlr1'Y OF ESSlilK ) as. J'

, <

lU WILttAMSJ Tow fl:J.srk of the Town of Mo.dAb,. Eese.x County, New Y9I':k~
do hereby ce'l't1fy trAt I haw eoraparsd t.he t'o:t'egoing with the Junk Yard!!! '"
Qrdinanca ad¢~d at a lMeting 0: the Town Bos.rd of the Tow of Moria..1,.helO.
on the 1stll day of SepteIllOex>, 197), at wh~ch h$aring a quorum 'WAS pres&nt '.
and that the same is a. eJo:rrect tr~!1Scdpt. th.s:refromand of thG 'IIhole origias.l
thel"eo:t' and all amendments t1"~:reto to de.W 4

'rhis ordilWlce shall take street a.t ~oon on the 5th day ot 'October, 10/(3)
b7 order of the T<Mt DClU'd Qt ths Town of Moriah.

Witnasa 'trr.f band and. the oarpora.te~
s,~al of tho ee,1d. Town of Moru,h '
on the ,th dAy of October, '97'.·

1\

. ;:.
.... -- ,-

. "'~: '::-.:.• ~ •• j .•••,. •••• ' •••• - • --

.' ", .: : v-, .:- . ,,'
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